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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

Fifty years ago, upon the

Joseph Harvey, pastor of the

petition of Eev.

Congregational Church in Goshen, Ct., and others, the Hawaiian Mission

was organized by the A. B.

C. F.

M.

Hiram Bingham and Asa Thurston

were sent by the Board to Goshen, and were there ordained, by the Litchfield

Consociation, as the

first

The semi-centennial of
Goshen, on Tuesday, Sept.

missionaries to the Sandwich Islands.

this

event was

28, 1869,

celebrated by the people of

with great interest and enthusiasm.

Eev. Hiram Bingham, a survivor of the

first

missionary band of

present, and took part in the services, at eighty years of age

and

still

five,

was

vigorous

active.

About

thirty others,

who

present on the occasion.

A

attended the ordination in 1819, were also

commemorative discourse was

the morning, by Eev. A. C. Thompson, D. D., of Boston.

a reunion of citizens and former residents,
in these services,

was held

who had

in the church, at

delivered, in

In the afternoon

returned to take part

which informal speeches

were made, giving reminisoences and anecdotes, of an interesting character,

connected with the period under review.

W.

T.

Doubled AY.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Key. a. C. Thompson, D. D.

Having

listened witli deep interest and satisfaction to your

tive Address at

Semi-centennial Anniversary of

tlie

Commemora-

Ordination of

tlae

Messrs. Bingham and Thurston as Missionaries to the Sandwich Islands,

and believing that

should be preserved in a more permanent form, as a

it

we

part of the missionary history of the present century,
solicit for ourselves,

sion, a

and in behalf of

all

who were

respectfully

present on that occa-

copy for publication.

Yours very

sincerely,

Wm.

Messrs.

Dear

Wm.

T.

Doubleday,

^
> Committee.

Edward Norton,

J

Doubleday, Moses Lyman, and Edward Norton,

Sirs: I herewith place at

Address, with
nativity,

T.

Moses Lyman,

warm regard

—

your disposal the Commemorative

to yourselves personally, to the place of

my

and to the cause of missions.

Very

truly yours,

A. C.

Boston,

Oct., 1869.

THOMPSON.

;

ADDRESS.
o>SKc

Citizens of

We
time

Goshen and Friends or Missions

:

—

to-day turn our steps backward along the track of

till

we

reach the

fiftieth

has not yet finished his

term

first

The population

United States.
ten millions.

milestone.

The

first

Maine

not yet come.

James Monroe

as President of these

of our country

is

in progress

will

than

jubilee of our national existence has

is still

a district of Massachusetts, and

A treaty

Boston simply one of the towns of Massachusetts.
is

less

with the Chippeway Indians, by which they

cede large portions of Michigan, while negotiations with

Spain are pending for the cession of Florida.
not yet in

the Union

just being admitted

;

;

Alabama,
Illinois

Missouri

is

as the twenty-first State, is

No

has been in but a year.

steamboat has ever ascended the Arkansas River.

The

first

voyage of a steamship to Europe takes place.
It is eighteen

Queen

hundred and nineteen,

— the

year in which

Victoria, as well as the late Prince Albert

a year signalized

by

was born

the discovery of electro-magnetism

;

a

year which also witnessed an occurrence in this place more

memorable by

became

its

a township.

bearing than any other since

Goshen

;
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Let US make a geographical movement similar
chronological one just made.

We

to

the

follow the setting

sun

across our country to the western confines of civilized

along the Mississippi and some of

its affluents

a savage wilderness to the Pacific

;

thousand miles to mid-ocean.

;

thence across

still

westward two

light

upon a group

thence

Here we

of islands, ten in number, with an aggregate area only a
larger than Connecticut.

They

posed of lava, and fringed

in part

lized carbonate of lime.

among barren

hills

and

life

are volcanic upheavals,

little

com-

with coral reefs and crystal-

Fertile valleys

are

startling precipices,

interspersed

some of which

have vertical walls of rock one thousand to three thousand
feet in height.

We may traverse

the entire globe without en-

countering such frightful oscillations of

Nowhere

else shall

we

its

surface as here.*

find craters of such

magnitude, into

one of which the township of Goshen with'

fifty-four

its

square miles might be set bodily.

The

eight inhabited islands of this cluster had at the time

they were visited by Captain Cook

(1778) an estimated

population (four hundred thousand) about the same as the
aborigines remaining in the United

and down

to the

States at that period

year 1819 the diminution of the two races

had kept perhaps about equal pace.

But what have we,
do with those specks

in the

year eighteen hundred nineteen, to

in the equatorial Pacific ?

relation can exist or can be established

*

During

registered,

five

days of April

last,

between

What
islets

possible

anchored

three liundred eai'thquake shocks were

— one thousand five hundred in

all.

f
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SO far

off,

— hard

by the dividing line between East and West,

— and an inland town, perched here

comparative isolation

in

Have any of our citizens

on the highest land of Connecticut?

Have even our seaports

ever been out even upon the Atlantic ?

come

7

into personal acquaintance with those savage antipodes

Yes, a few American trading vessels and whalers have at
ferent times doubled

Cape Horn and come

manded by Captain

One

cinders.

New

Brintnall, of

of them, com-

Haven, brought away

to this country (1809) an Hawaiian youth, Opukahaia,
larly

known

his parents

brother,

Henry Obookiah.

as

had been killed

whom

While yet

in a civil

popu-

mere boy both

a

war; and a younger

he was endeavoring to rescue on his back,

was pierced by a spear.
his ardent thirst for

You

are familiar with the story of

knowledge

;

how he

lingered around

the buildings of Yale College, in the hope of obtaining

some means access

to the fountains of learning

many young men drew
threshold and wept,
closed to him

dif-

to anchor along-

,

side those heaps of volcanic

?

how

;

supplies

;

how he

when he learned
the Rev.

sat

by

whence so

down on

the

that those sources were

Edwin W. Dwight* found, and

befriended, and taught him.

At

this period, Litchfield

County comes

into a relation

with this youth in the person of Samuel John Mills, Jr.

need not

*

tell

you that he

is

the son of "

Old Father Mills,"

Son of Henry W. Dwight, of Stockbridge, Mass.

;

brother of the late

Henry W. Dwight, member of Congress from Berkshire; graduated
Yale College, 1809
ajt. 50.

t

;

ordained, 1819, minister of Eichmond, Mass.

He prepared the Memoir

I

;

at

died, 1841,

of Obookiah.

Rev. Samuel John Mills, born in Kent, Conn., 1743; graduated at Yale

COMMEMOBATIVE ADDRESS.
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of Torringfoi'd, close by

;

mother consecrated him

that his

wlien a child to the service of Christ, as a missionary

men

one of the young

is

;

that he

of the famous haystack of Williams-

town, Massachusetts, and that his was the pioneer mind

He was

among them.

men

— thinkers, especially
be quiet, — yet, by his

a quiet man,

of religious thought, are apt to

counsels and unobtrusive agency, he stood second to no other
in the

of

many

visited

incipient religious

At

years ago.*"

fifty

New

Haven, with a view

Obookiah expressed

missions.

and benevolent movements

the period
to

to

now

referred to, Mills

promote the cause of

him

a desire to learn to

read the Bible, and then go back to his countrymen,

were

who

praying to gods made of wood, and "tell them to

all

God up

pray to

Writing (1809)

That was enough

in heaven."

for Mills.

to his friend Hall,t he exclaims:

does this mean?

do

Brother Hall,

"What

you understand

it?

Shall he be sent back unsupported, to attempt to reclaim his

countrymen?

Shall

we

not I'ather consider those southern

islands a proper place for the establishment of a mission

He

?

"

took Obookiah to his father's house, where, as afterwards

College, 1764; ordained at Torriugford, 1769; labored there as pastor for

more than

fifty

years; died

May

11,

1833; lacking only five days of being

ninety, and having outlived all his college classmates.
* Directly,

and

indirectly,

he was one of the fathers of the American Board

of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the American Bible Society, the

United Foreign Missionary Society, and of an African School once under
the care of the Synod of
t

Gordon

New York

and

New

Jersey.

Hall, for a short time one of the last theological pupils of the

Eev. Asahel Hookei*, of Goshen, where at the same time he taught school.

He

died (1826) of Asiatic cholera, on the veranda of a heathen temple

in India, repeating thrice, " Glory to

God

"
!

;
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and elsewhere, the young Hawaiian made good use of

A

opportunities for improvement.

few other youths from

those islands had, also, under similar circumstances,

our country.

come

to

Elias Cornelius, afterwards a Secretary of the

W.

American Board, had, along with Mills and E.

become interested

Harvey of

his

in

this place,

them.

He

Mr.

Eev.

the

visited

Dwight,

proposing that he should take some of

these Hawaiians into his family, and under his instruction.

Accordingly, Henry Obookiah and William Tennooe (properly

Kanui) became inmates

than a

at the parsonage,

year remained under

and for more

regular training.

In Mrs.

Catharine Harvey, one of the loveliest and most discreet of

women who have

graced these somewhat rugged

found a peculiarly tender and
larly, in

relation

faithful, friend.

hills,

they

Such singu-

God's providence, was the beginning of an intimate

between

and islands lying

this section of the
in a right line five

Green Mountain range,

thousand miles westward,

and, by the only route then feasible, eighteen thousand miles
distant.

Meanwhile, Mr. Harvey, deeming
Hawaiians under the care of some

it

expedient to put the

ecclesiastical

body, pro-

posed to the North Consociation, of Litchfield County, to
take them in charge, and appoint trustees to manage their
afiairs.

The proposal was accepted, and Deacon Samuel

Norton,* of
*

Samuel Norton, born

died Dec.
t

this

7,

1826,

place,
in

James

Goshen, Sept.

Morris, f
22, 1744,

Rev. Messrs.

chosen deacon, 1798

set. 82.

James Morris, graduated

at Yale College, 1775

;

became an

officer in

the Eevolutionary war; afterwards, in his native village. South
(Litchfield), established

and conducted a flourishing academy.

Farms

He

died

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS.
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and Joseph Harvey, were

Charles Prentice (of Caiiaaii)

A

appointed to the trust.

was taken up

collection

for the

support of these Hawaiian beneficiaries.

Obookiah, having given evidence of a change of heart, re-

Mr. Harvey, knowing the

quested admittance to the church.

great interest which Father Mills took in his spiritual welfare,

advised him to visit Torringford, and seek counsel there.

Hence he was received

to the church (April 9,

1819) in that

place rather than here.

Young men,

not only from the Sandwich Islands, but from

other foreign lands, coming to light in different parts of the

country, the idea was suggested of a school for their instruc-

and their preparation as missionaries.

tion,

was appointed by the

trustees to prepare a petition to the

American Board, praying them

an

to establish such

institu-

The Board appointed an

The request was granted.

tion.

Mr. Harvey

agency,* who, at the house of Dr. Dwight, President of Yale
College, organized a seminary,
sion School," and

locating the

bounds us upon the west.
cipal.

same

after a year

W.

aet. 68,

the " Foreign Mis-

at

Cornwall,

which

to dismiss our pastor.

Dwight, was then chosen, who

was succeeded by Eev. Herman Daggett.

his inauguration into office.

the charge.

it

Mr. Harvey was appointed Prin-

But the Consociation declined

Obookiah's friend, Edwin

1820,

naming

At

Governor Treadvvellf gave him

Mr. Harvey delivered a discourse, afterwards pub-

at the house of

Deacon Augustus Thompson

;

eminent for

learning, energy, and Christian character.
*

Consisting of Gov. Treaclwell, President Dwight, James Morris, Esq.,

Rev. Drs. Chapin and Beecher, and Rev. Messrs. Prentice and Harvey.
t

John Treadwell, LL.D., a native and

citizen of

Farmington graduated
;

11
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lished, entitled "

The Banner of Christ

In

set up."

when

ing round from the West, by

way

he re-

this school,

marked, referring to the missionary character of
that the time might not be far distant

it

missionaries

com-

of the Sandwich Islands, and

those going overland from the East, would meet and shake

hands

at the base of the

Eocky Mountains,

which the present season has been

—a

prediction

fulfilled.

Deacon Henry Hart, of Goshen, was chosen steward, to
take charge of the boarding-house and the out-door depart-

The

ment.

school, with twelve pupils,

The people of Cornwall had given

May, 1816.

operation in

went into successful

an academy building and thirteen acres of woodland.
donations, together with

amounted

The

to

of clothing,

articles

about thirteen hundred dollars.

institution appears to

usefulness not far from

At

money and

have reached the acme of

midway

admitted members since

its

its

in its ten years' existence.

that time (1820-21) over thirty heathen youths

whom

These

had been

establishment, about one half of

had given evidence of piety.

Besides Hawaiians, there

were representatives from Tahiti and the Marquesas Islands
there was

one Malay

;

one

also

Chinaman

there

;

;

were

Cherokee, Choctaw, Oneida, Tuscorora and Caughnawaga
Indians

:

some

youths of our

also

own

from the Stockbridge tribe

countries were represented in

at Yale College, 1767

;

till

it, first

as well as

a score of different

and

last.

Collections

governor of Connecticut, 1809-1810 a deacon of the
;

church for twenty years.
held that position

Toward

nationality.

;

First President of the A. B. C. F. M., 1810, and

his death, 1823,

usefulness as a Christian.

set. 77.

Eminent

for integrity

and

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS.
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in its behalf

The Baron de

were taken up by the churches.

Campagne, of Basle, Switzerland, wrote

the

to

principal

(1820), enclosing two hundred and twelve dollars, and the
year following he made a donation to the Board of six hun-

dred and sixty-four
continued for

dollars.

The popularity of

several years.

less attractive to the

the school

anniversaries were

Its

good people of

commencements of Yale College were

this region

to

not

than the

literary persons.

Addresses were given in the different languages of the pupils.

On one
The

occasion an Indian war-song and dance

came

off.

school proved a valuable agency for the cause of missions

in this county,

and more widely too.

taste for missionary intelligence
fields,

helped to form a

to turn thoughts to foreign

;

and to promote habits of systematic benevolence.

When, however, mixed

marriages began to take place, a

revulsion of feeling was produced,

something

that

— extreme, no doubt, yet

served to reconcile the community to a

discontinuance of

which

It

the

(1826).

institution

The

policy

in

ori2:inated was found not to bear the test of ex-

it

perience.

It is hardly possible that

heathen youths should

be wholly separated from the associations and social usages
of their native lauds,

without forming notions and habits

which largely disqualify them
laborers

among

their

for

countrymen.

usefulness

A

as

proper training for

missionary purposes in their respective countries
shorter,

We

Christian

is

safer,

and cheaper.

must revert

to

Providence made of
Litchfield County.

Obookiah, and the use which Divine

him

as

a

missionary instrument in

Ministers and churches had to a con-

;

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS.
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extent been previously prepared to

siderable

enter

Those revivals of

readiness into the good cause.

which marked the opening of the present century,

with

religion

in different

parts of our land, were experienced in this section of Con-

necticut; so, too, the similar gracious visitations from 1812
to

1820, which were

Able and

faithful

characterized

by purity and power.

men and women came

into these churches,

with hearts alive to the interests of Christ's kingdom.

movement

not the character of any religious
tioned, if

fails to

it

promote a

spirit of

May

well be ques-

enlarged Christian

benevolence?

The presence

of this Hawaiian youth in families of differ-

ent pastors, and in other families, served to turn prayerful

thought specially to the Sandwich Islands.
the habits of his countrymen

;

touching incidents of his early

He

described

he sung their songs.

and

life,

his unaffected piety,

endeared him to the hearts of people generally.
tional habits
find comfort

were strongly marked.

The

He

His devo-

appeared always to

and joy in secret prayer, sometimes spending a

considerable part of the night in supplication and thanksgiving.

He

longed most earnestly for the conversion of

men, and especially of

own countrymen.

his

ple !" he writes, "worship the

wood and

and almost everything their god.
and heaven and

hell

— they

what a wonderful thing
Providence has brought

where the

Ijght of

it

is

"Poor peo-

stone,

The Bible

and shark,

is

do not know about

not there
it.

Oh,

that the hand of the Divine

me from

that heathenish darkness

Divine truth never had been

!

And

here

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS.
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I have found the

Holy Scrip-

the Lord Jesus in the

and have read that his blood was shed for many.

tures,
"

name of

my poor friends

Oh, what a happy time I have now, while

and relations

at

home

are perishing with hunger and thirst,

wanting of the Divine mercy and water out of the wells of
salvation

My

!

poor countrymen, who are yet living in the

region and shadow of death, without knowledge of the true

God, and ignorant of the future world, have no Bible
read, no Sabbath.

I often feel for

them

my

dwell in

heart,

remaining part of

and prepare

my

life

in the night season

May

concerning the loss of their souls.

me

with them."

to

to

Lord Jesus

the

go and spend the

While

at

Andover,

Mass., learning that one of them was in the neighborhood,

he hastened to spend a part of a day with him, and a night,

On

during which, however, they did not sleep.

his return,

a friend said to him, "Well, Henry, what news from Ha-

He

waii?"

much

replied, "I did not think of Hawaii, I

to say about Jesus Christ."

had so

His chief desire was to

return to the benighted islands whence he came, and

known

the good news of salvation.

came under the

made no

care of the

entire

But

that in view, he

American Board of Missions.

He

inconsiderable progress in reducing his vernacular

language to a written form

book,

With

make

;

was engaged upon

Grammar, and Dictionary, and had

a Spelling-

translated

the

book of Genesis.
his

work was done.

Fever seized him, and, notwith-

standing the assiduities of Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Stone, of Cornwall, in

whose house he was a welcome inmate,

it

proved

15
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Shaking hands with

fatal.

them with

to

entire

companions, and addressing

his

composure

— "My love be with you," — he

e,

from Hawaii

first fruits

to

becoming a missionary

Alloah

his parting salutation,

God and

asleep in Jesus, the

fell

the

Lamb.* Instead of

native islands, he

to his

became a

missionary to Litchfield County.

That friendless wanderer,

way

the

centred peculiar fas-

was a chosen vessel of God, whose influence

cination,

directly

whom

in

more potent than

that of

any other man in preparing

and for a mission

for the Foreign Mission School,

itself to the

w^as in-

Hawaiian group, f

Such an enterprise was an obvious outgrowth from the
spirit

*

and thoughts then

His monument

elevated about
in Cornwall.

this region.

in

feet,

standing in a conspicuous part of the cemetery

inscription reads:

a native of Owhyhee.

His arrival in

"In memory of Henry Obookiah,

tliis

country gave rise to the Foreign

Mission School, of which he was a worthy member.
ater,

The Foreign

a large marble table, placed on blocks of gray granite,

is

two

The

rife

He was once an

;

the prayers and instructions of pious friends, he became a Christian.

was eminent

for piety and missionaiy zeal.

turn to his native

isles to

When

preach the gospel, God took him to himself.
;

but was submissive.

died without fear, with a heavenly smile on his countenance, and glory

in his soul,
t

He

almost prepared to re-

In his last sickness he vvept and prayed for Owhyhee

He

idol-

and was designed for a Pagan priest but by the grace of God, and by

He was

February

17, 1818,

aged 26."

a person of fine form, gentle and winning in his manner.

The

lineaments of his countenance indicated a highly intellectual and noble

mind, and when

lit

up, as in addressing an audience, particularly of youth,

he seemed almost divine.

"Lovely man!" they would whisper,

gathered around him to see

them

Jesus.

— Letter of J. P.

how

as they

a poor heathen youth could preach to

Stone, Esq., Sept., 1869.
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Missionaiy Society of Litchfield County had

formed, so early as
well

and

attended

Lyman

May

Its

anniversaries were

deeply interesting.

Pastors like Dr.

Beecher, and

Something of

ah^eady been

7th, 1812.

many

others,

may

their spirit

be learned from an incident

When

related of Father Mills.

were missionary men.

the news of his son's death

(June 16, 1818) was received, two brother ministers went

company

in

Scarcely had they begun
before

mercies

man

the old
!

Oh,

on

Torringford

to

my

their

them

cut

mercies

!

to

a

visit

of

condolence.

expressions of sympathy,

short, exclaiming, "

Oh,

my

have such a son to be a mis-

sionary."

Of

the Sandwich Islands' mission

erly be said

Goshen may not impropBefore the death of

be the birthplace.

to

Obookiah, Dr. Harvey was one of those who became instrumental
tive

in

giving form to the idea and purpose.

Committee of the agency, having

in

The Execu-

charge the Cornwall

School, requested him to prepare a petition to the American

Board that they would send out a mission
question.

to the islands in

Such a petition having been written accordingly,

and signed by the committee, was duly presented.
cess of time

In pro-

undertaking was resolved upon, and the

the

Prudential Committee of the A. B. C. F. M., having ap-

pointed two young

men

as missionaries, requested the

North

Consociation, of Litchfield County, to perform the service of
their ordination.

wards had a sou
*

Rev. John M.

Eev. David L. Perry, of Sharon, who
in the foreign field,*

S. Perry,

born

in

after-

was chosen Modera-

Sharon, 1806; graduated at Yale Col-

lege, 1827; arrived at Ceylon, 1835; died, 1837.
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tor

Rev. James Beach* of Winsted, Scribe, and Col. Ben-

;

The candidates, Hiram Bingham §

ducted the examination.

who had pursued

and Asa Thurston,

con-

Father Gillet^

jamin Tallmadge,f Assistant Scribe.

the usual three years'

II

course of study at the Theological Seminary in Aiidover,

were examined and approved.

Other preliminaries to the

public service received attention.
Tlien

came the day (Sept. 29th)

to

looking forward with eager interest.
*

Born

which so many had been
It

had been the theme of

Winchester; graduated at Williams College, 1804; studied

in

Theology under Eev. Asahel Hooker, of Goshen; settled in Winsted, 1805;
resigned, 1843

Born

t

in the

at

;

died, 1850, the

Brookhaven, L.

day after completing his seventieth year.

I.

;

graduated, 1773

Congress; an eminent Christian; died 1835,
J

Rev. Alexander

born

;

a distinguished

oflflcer

army of the Revolution; had the custody of Andre; a member of

Gillet, the

set. 81.

Hebraist of Litchfield N. Consociation;

in Granby, Ct., 1749; graduated at Yale College, 1770; ordained first

pastor of the church in Wolcott, 1778; installed in Torrington, 1792;

preached the last Sabbath before his decease, 1826.
able
§

home missionary

Born

at Bennington, Vt., Oct. 80, 1789;

lege, 1816;

He performed

valu-

labor.

remained at the

graduated at Middlebury Col-

Sandwich Islands

tweny-one years.

He

writes: "Visiting the Foreign Mission School, during a vacation of the

Theological Seminary at Andover, and feeling a

new impulse

become a

to

pioneer in the enterprise of spreading the gospel in that dark portion of
the Pacific Isles, I freely oflFered myself to the American Board for that

purpose, and was accepted by their Prudential Committee in the

of 1819

;

and soon

for th^ work,

wich Islands,"
II

Born

after,

Mr. Thurston,

my

classmate,

and was likewise readily accepted."

summer

offered himself

— Bingham's

''Sand-

p. 59.

at Fitchburg, Mass., Oct. 12, 1787; graduated at Yale

1816; died at Sandwich Islands,

March

forty-eight years of missionary service.
3

11, 1868, set. 81, after

An uncommonly

College,

more than

athletic

man.

18
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Old and young

conversation in the house and by the way.

were on the qui

of entertainment.

Doors were thrown wide open,

guests.

ite

Town pride was stirred in the matter
Many were the friendly contests for favor-

vive.

— doors

of the

Baldwins, the Bartholomews, the Beaches, the Beechers, the
Brookses, the Buels, the Collinses, the Gaylords,- the Griswolds, the Hales, the Harts, the Hendersons, the Iveses, the

Lucases, the Lymans, the Mileses, the Nortons, the Parmelees, the Stanleys, the Starrs, the Streets, the

the Towners, the

"Nor ought we
unbounded

Wadhams, and

know

I

not

Thompsons,

how many others.

wrote Mr. Evarts afterwards, "the

to forget,"

hospitality of the people, to

which the great num-

ber of clergymen and others from a distance afforded oppor-

A large choir of

tunity."

singers

had with great pains been

More

rehearsing the pieces to be sung.

thoughtful and seri-

ous-minded persons had been praying and longing that
ual benefits might be reaped

by the church and community;

and that helped to give an elevated tone
Providence smiled noticeably in
ordination.

usually

The day was

exhilarating.

brilliantly

nal

splendors,

singularly clear, and the air un-

here

to leap

rose

more majestic than

A

lakes.

in special excite-

thronged

ever.

The

hills

larger assembly than had ever con-

the

were many outside who could
all

and foam

little

and Ivy Mountains, retouched with autum-

clapped their hands.

Nearly

circumstances of the

on our ample woodlands and our

Mohawk

gregated

all

to the occasion.

Never did the sun look down more

The very brooks seemed
ment.

spirit-

old
find

There

meeting-house.

no accommodation within.

the Foreign Mission School were present

;

as also

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS.
several students from the

became missionaries.

Audover Seminary, who afterwards

Strangers, too, from a distance were

the honored and the

here,

19

Gov.

was

There

excellent.

Treadwell, President of the American Board, firm and digni-

There was Dr. Samuel Worcester,* the

fied.

sponding

Board.

Secretary of the

first

Corre-

Far-seeing, of sound

judgment and sound theological views, he was accounted
There was Jeremiah Evarts,f Treasurer

one of the giants.

of the American Board, and afterwards Secretary

;

sagacious,

statesmanly, earnest, Pauline in person and with the pen.

The Prudential Committee of

— quite a

Boston,

difierent

the Board also

came on from

journey then from what

now.

it is

The sermon was preached by Eev. Dr. Heman Humphrey,

who had been

Born

in Hollis, N. H., 1770;

graduated at Dartmouth College, with

the highest honors of his class, 1795

Church

| in this

and was afterwards President of Amherst College,

place,
*

a theological pupil of Mr. Hooker

in Salem, Mass., 1803

;

;

installed pastor of the Tabernacle

died at Brainerd, in the Cherokee Country,

1821.
t

Born
law

tised

at Sunderland, Vt., 1781
at

New

Charleston, S.
X

;

graduated at Yale College, 1802

;

prac-

Haven; 1810, became editor of the " Panoplist"; died at

C,

1831.

Eev. Asahel Hooker, born in Bethlem, 1762; graduated at Yale College,

1789

;

ordained at Goshen, 1791

installed pastor in

and useful pastor.
studies with him.

a corporate
sions.

who

Norwich

;

dismissed on account of

city, 1812;

died 1813.

An

About twenty young men pursued
His only son, Dr. Edward

member

ill

health, 1810;

eminent, discreet,
their theological

W. Hooker,

has long been

of the A. B. C. F. M., and an earnest friend of mis-

Of the two daughters, one

is

the

widow

died as Secretary of the American Board

;

of Dr. Elias Cornelius,

the other

is

wife of Rev.

Solomon Peck, D. D., many years Corresponding Secretary of the American Baptist Missionary Union.

:
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from the words

:

"

to be possessed."

And

there remaiiieth yet very

(Joshua

xiii.

1.)

It

was quite

much land

m

advance

of the general spirit and sentiment of the times.

Eev. Mr. Perry gave the charge in a manner peculiarly
impressive, holding out the large pulpit Bible, and enjoining

upon the young missionaries
tion of that book.

right

faithfully to follow the

instruc-

Rev. Dr. Porter, of Farmington, gave the

hand of fellowship.

That

saintly

man, Jeremiah Hal-

lock of Canton, offered the consecrating prayer.
led in the opening devotional exercise,

Father Mills

and Dr. Worcester

in

the closing.

Of the
reign,"

pieces sung on that occasion one was, "Jesus shall

— one that

the predictions of

read to us, are

will not

become obsolete or

distasteful

Psalm seventy-second, which has

fulfilled.

But the

just

Without previous

mation the two consecrated young

men

aisle,

ton tenor,

and with

"Head

— sung Melton Mowbray.

of the church triurapliant,

We joyfully adore thee
Till

thou appear,

Thy members

here,

Shall sing like those in glory

We lift our hearts

and voices,

In blest anticipation,

And
And
The

cry aloud,
give to

God

praise of our salvation.

inti-

stepped into the

clear, strong, ringing voices

Bingham base

been

tide of rising interest cul-

minated at the close of the service.

broad

till

— Thurs-

:

;

:;

;;

;
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affliction's furnace,

And passing througli
Thy

the

fire,

we praise,

love

That knows our days.

And

We

ever brings us nigher
clap our hands, exulting

In thine almighty favor

The love

divine,

That made us

thine,

Shall keep us thine forever.

"

Thou dost conduct thy

people,

Through torrents of temptation

Nor

will

we

While thou

The

fire

fear.

art near.

of tribulation

The world with

sin

and Satan

In vain our march opposes

By

thee

we

shall

Break through them

And
" By

sing

faith

'

we

see the glory

To which thou

We

shalt restore us

The

cross despise,

For

that high prize

Which thou

And

if

all,

the song of Moses.'

hast set before us

thou count us worthy.

each, as dying Stephen,

Shall see thee stand

At God's right hand,

To

The

effect

was

take us up to heaven."

electrical.

looked upon as martyrs.

Those young missionaries were

Some

pictured them as finding

—
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their graves in the

bottom of the ocean

with

hands

death at the

comed heralds of glad
and

savages

of

;

some

;

as meeting

some

tidings to isles waiting for God's law

Lord Jesus

for the gospel of our

Enthusiasm

Christ.

There are junctures when nothing

rose to the highest pitch.

but the voice of sacred song can either

the

lift

heights unattained before, or give utterance to

Such a moment was

emotions.

spoken

is

by those now

of,

For

of thrilling interest.

The

together novel.

the wel-

as

The whole

that.*

living

who were

children of

exalted
occasion

present, as one

region, at least,

this

its

soul to

it

was

al-

some who were there have

caught enthusiasm, as they have seen the countenances of
fathers

and mothers almost transfigured with

lofty feeling,

while rehearsing that scene and noteworthy occurrences at
the Sandwich Islands. |
*

The Records of the Goshen Church contain the following minute by

the hand of Dea. Lewis M. Norton: " It was the

heard in Goshen.
it,

Then

it

was

that

we

first

first

good singing ever

received the idea, and believed

that singing in public worship could' be so performed as that the words

could be understood by the audience."

One correspondent, Rev. Frederick Marsh,

states

(Sept., 1869)

"

:

A

was

gentleman present remarked to me, a few days since, that that singing
the most impressive featui'e of the whole exercise."

Mrs. Ruggles, a survivor of that
writes (Sept., 1869)
It

it.

seemed

to

:

me

"

It

took

first

me by

missionary band,

surprise.

at the time almost as

I

who was present,

had never before heard

though the heavenly choir had

tuned their harps to the closing scene."
t

"

What

a burst of holy transport afterwards in our churches,

when

the

glad news came back of their welcome reception by those benighted

Pagans

!

What

a large satisfaction has our Zion since

felt,

at the glory

which has followed the establishment of that Christian mission!
course of Bev. C'jrus Yale, 1849.

"

Dis-

.
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Next

there wanting a touch of romance.

Mowbray,

singing of Melton

most vividly

to the

incident which lingered

the

people

in the recollections of the

is

one which

they rightly regarded as a marked interposition of God's good

slight variations of detail, that I give

authentic and

"

On

final,

what

have so many

will

be accepted as

my

an extract from a letter written, at

by Mr. Bingham, many years

request,

it

Oral traditions in regard to

providence.

since.

leaving Audover, at the close of

my

course there, I

took a rough journey to Goshen, and as the friends were
gathering thickl}^ there, in the afternoon previously to
ordination,
site

Mr. Thurston and myself submitted

my

to the requi-

examination which was somewhat extended to meet the

rising interest in the cause of our contemplated mission.
" I

was quartered

attended, in the

at the

Eev. Mr. Harvey's.

evening, a Bible

fatigued with closing

all

up

at

He and others

Society meeting

Audover,

my

;

but,

journey and

examination, I chose to stay quietly at the house of Mr.

Harvey.

In the course of the evening, a gentleman, Rev.

Mr. Brown,

called

and asked for lodgings

young

whom

he had brought with him from the valley

of the Connecticut.

I stepped over to the meeting, and pri-

lady,

vately asked

He

thither.

I

and with

little

meeting business,

of Bible

Thompson's.'

and a

Mr. Harvey what should be done with them.

replied laconically,

routine

for himself

offered,

therefore,

interruption to the

'Take them
to

to

accompany

Dea.

them

Mr. Brown went to the public house, and brought

out the young lady, introduced her to me, and took us into
his vehicle, and, at

my

direction, drove to

Dea. Thompson's.
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I

had taken a cold by a night

s

ride over the mountains,

I wrapped a handkerchief about

warmly

neck, chin, and month,

awakened ready sympathy

that cold evening, and this

young

sensitive heart of the

my

lady,

who had

'Miss Moseley,'

had mentioned to me
qualified,

as a

name of

the

whom

teacher at Canandaigua, N. Y.,

for years

in the

been

Mr. Brown had

enlisted in the missionary cause.

introduced her as

and

a lady

Rev. Levi Parsons

most amiable, and thoroughly

During the whole

companion for a missionary.

interview, the ride, and the call at your father's,

was intently querying whether

this could

my mind

be the very same.

When

introduced by your kind parents into the parlor, and

seated

by

minutes.

a hospitable
I

we

fire,

measured the

sion of her features with

sat

and conversed for a few

lines of her face

more than

and the expres-

artist's carefulness,

and

soon took leave of her, and Mr. Brown, and the family,
receiving

my

cold.

lady of

some very generous cautions from her respecting

The next day

whom

I learned that she

was the young

Brother Parsons had spoken so highly.

I

saw

her in the course of the next day most intensely interested in
the missionary cause, and learned a good deal

about her

from Mr. Harvey, Brother S. Bartlett and wife, and Brother
Euo-o-les

Islands.

and
I

Evarts, and

wife,

about

mentioned the

my brother,

meeting was arranged

to

embark

case

to

for

Dr.

the

Worcester, Mr.

and asked their counsel.
at

Sandwich

Mr. Harvey's, while

A

prayer-

I authorized

Dr. Worcester to ascertain from her whether a private and
special interview with

me would

He saw her
He stated
guidance.

be allowed.

while prayers were offered for Divine

f
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my

up the great work at the Islands with which

case, held

her soul was already
'

Rebecca

25

and

filled,

said, I will go.'

Eeturning to Mr. Harvey's, he

told

me

self,

put into her hands a copy of

I gave her

I could see her.

words,

her with the

left

my

some account of mystatement to the Pru-

dential Committee, in offering myself to the work, asked her
to unite with

me

in

it,

and

her to consider

left

day whether she could give me encouragement, or
next day she said she would go with

me

the next

till

to her friends, and,

they did not object, she thought she should not.

if

arranged for us to ride in a chaise to Hartford.

you know. "

with

its

inconsiderable

first

result

missionaries to the Sandwich

antecedents

aod

furnished

results,

in

no

measure the staple of conversation among

religious circles throughout the

county, but more especially

Hearts and hands before closed were then opened.

here.

was a temporary Christian normal school, an

It

The

was

It

*

The ordination of those
Islands,

The

not.

sionary institute.
* Sybil

Goshen was

effective mis-

week one Bethel. |

that

Moseley, born in Westfleld, Mass., Sept.

14, 1792;

The

married to

Eev. Hiram Bingham, in the presence of a large concourse, at the Centre
Church, Hartford,

Ct., Oct., 1819; died at

East Hampton, Mass., Feb. 27,

1848.

fAt

the close of the service a collection

was taken up amounting

one hundred and thirty-six dollars and thirty-one cents,
eral.

The same amount was contributed

to

— for those days lib-

at the close of the semi-cente-

nary reunion, to aid the translation of the Bible into the language of the

Micronesiau Islands, by Eev. Hiram Bingham,
X

Moses Lyman, Esq., writes

(Sept., 1869)

:

after services in the church, the missionaries

adjourned to our parlor.

Jr.

"The day

of the ordination,

and members of the Board

Just before dinner, being a mere child, curios-

26

COMMEMORATIVE ADVRESS.

sentiments and feelings of the community were toned up to a
level they

keep

had never reached before.

this the

portion to

its

banner town in missionary

number of inhabitants and

interest.

In pro-

valuation,

more was

at that time contributed here to the cause,

ten years, than in any other

of the country.

make and

helped to

It

and had been for

town of the county, and perhaps

In an address of the Prudential Committee

of the American Board in 1818, occurs this sentence :" It

seems particularly suitable that every church of Christ should,
as a church, do something towards imparting the precious
blessings

of the gospel

to

church, so far as appears, was the
entering

upon such

perishing heathen."

the

a course.

published statement was made,

This

first to

respond, by formally

One year

later, the following

that "

They purpose

to

meet

once a year to consult for the glory of Christ, and the en-

At each meeting, they

largement of his empire.

are to desig-

nate a sum, which they will, the ensuing year, pour into
the treasury of the

Lord

;

each

member

to contribute accord-

ing to his or her ability."

The

sustained habit of systematic giving was due not a

tle to the

lit-

long-continued service of Dea. Lewis Mills Norton*

New England probably never had a more marked
of systematic and thorough labor in this line.
He

as collector.

specimen

commenced

ity

acting as a collector the second year after

prompted me

to

open the door, and

in prayer, led, I think,

I

saw

by Dr. Worcester.

I

the entire

the

company bowed

slowly and silently with-

drew."
*

Born

1834

;

in

Goshen, 1782

;

died April 30, 1860,

received to the church, 1807 j elected deacon,
set.

78,

27
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formation of the Litchfield County Auxiliary, and continued

He

the service thirty-six years.

in

alone performed this

whole work for the town and every year, with one exception,

when he was
work

his

A

sick.

season, at

in

least

His private

the general meethig.

in

at

full

required great ac-

affairs

on his part, yet he devoted an entire week, annually,

to this business.

His

laid out his routes in such a

to dine

where he expected

years

on

among

file

whose house the

would enable him
His subscrip-

treasurer was for

Colonel Talmadge, of

collectors

and

their wives

whole period of

many
at

Litchfield,

were expected to

The average per an-

dine on the day of the anniversary.*
for the

as

no money.

The

his papers.

venerable

the

to get

way

by the treasurer of the Auxiliary, are

tion lists, receipted
all still

were always pleasant,

visits to families

and he

num

He began

one week before, the county

and was always ready to report

anniversary,

tivity

son then acted for him.

his service

was one hundred and

seventy dollars and thirty-four cents.
Affectionate sympathies and

warm

supplications followed

the officers of the Board of Missions and

band on
Messrs.

their

Whitney,

*

§

to Boston.

%

Rev.

latter consisted of

missionaries

;

and

Dr. Thomas Holman,! physician; Mr. Samuel

schoolmaster and mechanic

catechist

Memorial Volume

and schoolmaster

;

;

Mr. Samuel Bug-

Mr. Elisha Loomis,

||

of the A. B. C. F. M., p. 185, note.

t

From Cooperstowu, N. Y.

X

From

join this

The

Bingham and Thurston, ordained

as assistants,

gies,

way

the missionary

Brauford, Ct.

company; died Dec.

§

From

II

From Middlesex, N.

Brookfield, Ct.

;

dismissed from the mission, 1821.

left the

;

;

Y.

Sophomore

class of Yale College,

15, 1845, set. 51.

returned on account of
;

died, 1837.

ill

health, 1834.

to
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Mr. Daniel Chamberlain,* agri-

schoolmaster and printer;
culturist

;

all

the one last

them aged

of

whom

were accompanied by their wives, and

named having

also

Three natives of the islands, regarded

thirteen.

as converts to Christianity, also

teachers,

children, the eldest of

five

— John Honooree,

belonged to the mission as

Thomas Hopoo,f and William

Tennooe.
Saturday morning, October 16th, Park Street Church was
filled, as it

has often been since, with the friends of missions.

Appropriate and impressive services took place. J

week

crowd of

(the 23d), a great

-and strangers, gathered on

"Blest be the
prayer,

commended

brethren, assisted

A fourteen-oared

t He

for farewell relig-

singing the

in

God

the band to the

lines,

friend,

When

shall

of missions

Brookfleld, Mass.

;

returned, 1823

The

;

and

then with perfect

§

we

all

meet again?"

by the command-

barge, politely offered

acquired the surname of "

;

The two ordained

a closing address.

"

hymn,

Dr. Worcester, in fervent

by an intimate

composure sang the

From

Long Wharf,

that binds."

tie

Thomas Hopoo made

*

friends, acquaintances,

The assembly united

ious exercises.

That day

died, 1854.

Faithful."

His was the

first

Chris-

tian marriage at the Islands.
J

Melton Mowbray was sung at the farewell service in Park Street

Church, Boston (Oct. 16), and again (April

and Thurston, standing on the main top,

and crew on deck,

— while

the

1,

1821),

by Messrs. Bingham

— the mission family, the ofiicers

"Thaddeus" was

floating silently, of a

moonlight uight, under the lee of Hawaii, just before debarkation.
§

Ralph Cushman, a fellow-studeot.

After Drs. Fitch and Hooker,

Messrs. Thurston aud Cushman were successively presidents of the Lockhart Musical Society, in the Andover Seminary.
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ing officer of the " Independence " 74, was in waiting

members of

the

;

the mission took leave of their weeping friends,

and were soon on board

tlie

brig "Thaddeus," Capt. Blan-

down

chard, which presently weighed anchor, dropped

the

harbor, and the next day, with favoring tide and breeze, put

out to sea.*

What, now,
that frail

On

little

is

the significance of

Malay

Whither

as to their stock, are

Why,

!

the Hawai-

on nearly the lowest level

They

of social and moral condition.

are a nation of lazy,

lying thieves and gamblers, revelling in beastliness.

sweeps away two-thirds of

ticide

all

dren,

often

remorselessly

is

an

under the name of

Human

sacrifices are

would seem

A

is

The

a slave.

off-

most

Gov-

Among permanent

more revolting

religion

not unfrequent.

is

to be morally

supersti-

hardly to be found.

The sentiment

no home there.

of benevolence, has

tice,

now

household establishment, are professional

"purloiners" and "assassins,"
tion

alive.

Woman

unrestricted tyranny.

officers in the royal

said to be

as well as little chil-

buried

shameless licentiousness prevails.

ernment

is

— the trouble of rearing

Dependent and infirm parents,
are

Infan-

children born, and for

the same reason that a like abomination

gaining ground in our country,
spring.

is

barque with her handful of passengers bound ?

a mission to the Sandwich Islands

ians,

this?

all

of jus-

Those islands

what they are physically, mere

spiracles of the pit.
*

The mate of the " Thaddeus

of Charlestown, Mass.
(1826)

;

;

"

on that voyage was James Hunnewell,

afterwards captain of the Missionary Packet

a lifelong friend of the mission, recently deceased.
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What

may

kind of reception

Has

ably expect?

the missionary band reason-

passed out of the recollection, or at

it

of natives that an American

least tradition,

captain, one

Metcalf (1790) wantonly fired abattery charged with musket,

balls

a

and

nails,

crowd of

followed up with volleys of smaller arms, on

their unoffending

hundred of them

;

deeming

countrymen, and killed one

it

a brave retribution for the

stealing of one of his boats, at another island?

Can anything

be conceived more preposterous, more quixotic, than for a
handful of unarmed

men and Avomen

to launch out

from our

shores with the intent of taking up their abode, unsolicited

and unprotected, on islands so remote, and where so evidently
Satan's

seat is?

During the voyage of one hundred and

them?

sixty-three days do not their hearts utterly sink within

How

kindly thoughtful

it

is

in Messrs. Bryant and Sturgis,

of Boston, to give their shipmasters visiting the Pacific
instructions to offer these persons a free passage

United States

Ah, there

!

is

whose name does not appear
not the

first

up the

At

in the

time he has been out

have an armament,
mention.

One on board

They

length, the

That

little

This

list.

little

the ship's papers

are in communication with

very

isles as a

of which

made no
"

taketh

thing."

snow-crowned summit of Maunakea

The

is

seen

brig hove

to under the lee of Kohala. -^jWord ^comes off shore
is

is

company

Him who

rising out of the sea, and above the clouds.

tabu system

to the

the " Thaddeus,"

passenger

at sea.

back

!

The

abolished, the idols burned, the temples de-

roolished
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From

the beghiiiing of

God's hand was there.

!

—a

time, was ever such a coincidence,

moment

religion, at the

none the

its

heralds were approaching with a new,

Here

the only true, belief?

people with no religion

nation renouncing

;

less children of

is

the singular spectacle of a

yet a people none the less debased,
wrath, not a whit purer, or more

Not

disposed to truth and righteousness, than before.

the

wickedness, but the burdensomeness, of their old system led
to its overthrow.

self-indulgence, a

They only wished a more unrestrained
more

diabolical license.

Satan was not

divided against Satan, but only come into a more effective

harmony with

himself.

Time would

fail

methods of that

to sketch the landing, the privations, the
little

band

;

the

reinforcements *

followed, and the varying experience of the mission.

should be

made

to

that

Allusion

some of the embarrassments and obstacles

encountered.

The day following

the ordination (Sept, 30, 1819), the

missionary party, after riding some distance, stopped for a
lunch, and, while seated at the table^ Dr. Worcester re-

marked,

'^^

As

there are but eleven of us, I hope Judas

Disappointment, however,

present."

is

in store.

upon

trials.

home,

arrival

William Tenuooe,
fell

countrymen, and within
*

Of the

first

were more or

into the
less

not

A mission,

like an individual, destined to great success, needs

have great

is

and

will

almost immediately

immoral practices of

than six months was publicly

twenty missionaries from our country to the heathen,

less

sons of widows.

his

all

opposed by one or both parents, except two, who were

32
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excommunicated from the church.*

came painfully necessary

Six months later

to take that

it

be-

same step with the

missionary physician, for "walking disorderly, slander, and
railing,

and covetousness."

Then almost from the
opposition was

met with from

most part without
no moral

onward the most determined

resident foreigners,

men for the

principle,

and who, living where there were

became

dissolute to a shameless degree.

restraints,

The seaports,

outset

too, have habitually been visited

by trading and

whaling vessels, some of whose captains and crews set at
defiance the laws of

humanity.
ance and

homes.

God and of man,

More than one mob,
have

licentiousness,

Nor do

show anything

the laws of decency and

in the interests of intemper-

attacked

quiet

missionary

the annals of our navy, or that of France,

in the line of

infamy so dark, and of outrage

so flagrant, as the visits of the United States schooner Dol-

phin,! ^"^ the French frigate L'Artemise.|

The

latter dis-

grace was a mission in behalf of French brandy and French
Catholic priests,
all

— one

as

much needed

there arrived from England the

sion,"

Christian world

*

He

Bishop of the United

in Hawaii."

And

has the

consummate and

?

afterwards reformed, and, in apparently deep penitence, with due

was restored

confession,
t 1826.
J

"

ever witnessed a more

ridiculous impertinence

Last of

"Reformed Catholic Mis-

headed by the Rev. T. N. Staley,

Church of England and Ireland

as the other.

to the church.

Lieutenant John Percival, Commander.

Captain Laplace, 1839.

this outrage

Was

there no retributive connection between

and the subsequent dethronement of Louis Philippe?
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Yet,

adverse influences, those Islands have

in spite of all

been raised from the depths of barbarism and moral degradation to a place

among

and Christian nations.

civilized

They

have a college and theological school, so that no young

Obookiah of the present day need, even
privations.

They have

at

home, weep over

a valuable high school, a system of

common-school education, and a Christian

literature.

More

than three millions of pages were last year printed at the
Islands.

Connected with the Hawaiian Association are

six churches, in

which

first

and

last

fifty-

have been enrolled sixty-

seven thousand six hundred members, and to which last

year were added, on profession of
eighty-five.
total

hundred and

That increment was just about the same as the

membership of

and forty) from

As

faith, eight

its

this

church in Goshen (eight hundred

organization, 1740, to the present hour.

fruits of the revival of

refreshing from on high,

1^37-8, and subsequent seasons of

more than

thirty thousand hopeful

converts were added to the churches in the course of a few
years.

The

existing aggregate

Hawaiian churches
ninety-seven)
(five

is

(twelve

of communicants in those

thousand

more than twice

four

hundred

and-

that of the brotherhood

thousand nine hundred and forty-one) in the forty-one

Congregational Churches of Litchfield County.
butions for Christian objects last year
thirty thousand dollars in gold.

supported by their

own

churches.

were not

There are

dained Hawaiian ministers, thirty-three of

At

Their contrifar

from

forty-five

whom

or-

arc pastors,

the late meeting of the

Hawaiian Evangelical Association, composed of missionaries,
native

pastors,

and delegates

from

native

churches,

an

;
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as moderator, while

Hawaiian presided over the deliberation,

the minutes of proceedings were kept in the native language

by two

one a missionary and the

secretaries,

Hawaiian pastor.
missionaries.
disciples

an

Nine of the native preachers are foreign

Yes, just as anciently from evanglized Cyprus

went forth

to preach the gospel elsewhere, so Hawaii,

in turn, entered years
sian

other

ago on the foreign work,

at the

Microne-

and Marquesas Islands, twelve of which are now embraced

They have churches

in their operations.

bership of six hundred and ten,

who

mem-

there with a

last

year contributed

seven hundred dollars (six hundred and ninety-nine dollars

and

fifty-seven cents)

The average

.

among them and

the

pose to be double what

it is

tions

of individual contribu-

home Hawaiian churches
in our land

;

I sup-

while the respective

means of giving render the disproportion yet more humiliating to us.

Since 1854 no clerical missionary has been sent out from
this

Even

country to Hawaii.

at that time, only one-third

of a century after the arrival of those
Islands

had become Christian,

features,

—

a Christian people.

—

in

first
all

missionaries, the

main,

The government

is

distinctive

Christian

;

the constitution and laws as truly Christian as in any land
the

Holy Scriptures

us,

and the Sabbath

are found as widely difi'used as
is,

among

to say the least, as well observed.

Places for divine worship

may everywhere be met

with

nearly one-third of the population are members of Protestant
churches.

When

the

There

is

not an avowed pagan

present king and his

(Kamehemeha lY.),

left

brother,

visited this country

on the Islands.
the

(1850),

late

—

king

at that
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time accomplished young princes,
as their parents

had worshipped,

— they

first

saw

idols such

Missionary House in

at the

Boston.

And what
when,

at the

been the pecuniary cost?

has

Up

1853,

to

annual meeting of the American Board at Cin-

cinnati, the Islands

were

reported as being christian-

first

ized, the aggregate expenditure (eight

two thousand

hundred and eighty-

hundred and eighty-three dollars) differed

six

not materially from that of the engine alone required by one
of our first-class steam-frigates

;

while to the present date,

the total, rising of twelve hundred thousand dollars,
less

than the whole cost,

— only two

is

far

thirds the whole cost

of such a frigate.

There have not been wanting men who declare that

all this

while the people were growing no better, and that the mission has

proved a

ters of vessels
least

These persons are

failure.

chiefly

mas-

and traders, who for the most part see only the

favorable

specimens, such as are found

where foreign influences from older

civilized

at seaports

and Christian

countries have done most to demoralize the native population.

Certain resident

officials,

too, destitute of principle

and of decency, have joined, or have headed, others
ciating, yes, stigmatizing the

work

of missionaries.

in depre-

Among

them, for instance, was a redoubtable English consul,

who

threatened the chiefs with the vengeance of Great Britain
if

they should presume to

warding them to
of the

make any laws without

his country,

King of England!

first for-

and securing the approbation

Such are the men,

— Americans
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amoDg them,

— who, finding

and their unbridled

their

greed of unhallowed gain
have pronounced

lusts interfered with,

our work a failure.

Well, we have

they have not, to help on the cause

failed, as

of intemperance and a peculiarly destructive licentiousness,

which time and again have decimated the native population,
threatening even
as an

its

We

extinction.

have failed to accept

it

axiom that the laws of morality and equity are mere

geographical conventionalities, to be suspended at will by
profligate naval officers
suls in the Pacific.

and whalemen, and by dissolute con-

We

have

failed to forget that

Hawaiians

have souls, and that the Omniscient Eye does not wink at the
wickedness of civilized

men when committed some ways

off

from a Christian land.
In 1819, Captain Ross' attempt to find the
passage was a failure.

and

St.

Simon

Owen

In 1819, Robert

north-west
in

England,

began to propound their peculiar

in France,

systems of social reform, both of which have proved misera-

Has

At

Was not the voyage of the " Thaddeus" a

success

?

the gospel proved inadequate for the Sandwich Islands

?

ble failures.

the late Universal Exposition in Paris, there were two

"Hawaii, 1816;" contain-

cases, one bearing the inscription

ing idols and various products of heathenism

works from the Sandwich

While

was the Hawaiian Bible.
all

the other with

Islands' press, presenting the label

"Hawaii, 1866;" and most significant of

damages done,

;

it

it

providence and grace be

all

has

glory

woe introduced by

not failed
!

those volumes

has failed to repair all the

the wretchedness and

unhallowed commerce,

all

—

it

—

to

God's good

has not failed to raise
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a nation of heathen barbarians to the respectability and bless-

edness of civilized Christian
it

was

in

Cyprus, and other

A

hundred years ago.

failure is just such as

of the Gentiles," eighteen

few more such

China, India, Africa, would

The Sandwich

The

life.

" isles

make

Islands' Mission

the world Christian.
is

one of the laboratories

where certain experiments have been wrought

good deal of wisdom learned.

Japan,

failures, in

and a

out,

The American Board ceased

More

long ago sending abroad farmers and mechanics.
clearly than in former years

is it

now apprehended

to be their

province, as agents of the churches, to preach the gospel,
first

of

all,

to preach the gospel of our

Lord Jesus

Christ,

aiming evermore at the immediate conversion of men, gathering them into local churches,
churches,

— furnishing

—

self-governing, self-sustaining

hastening on to "regions beyond,"

dominion, and greatness of the

heaven

shall

What

is

till

"the kingdom, and

kingdom under

whole

the

be given to the people of the saints of the Most

High, whose kingdom
dominions

pastorate, and then

them a native

is

an everlasting kingdom, and

all

and obey him."

shall serve

needed instrumentally for that consummation

somewhat larger number of apostolic men,

— men

is

a

imbued

with the blood theology and a blood earnestness, sustained

by corresponding

faith

and prayer

at

home.

Then

will the

centenary of this occasion be on the eve at least of Christ's
universal conquest.

Blessed service
Christian
the "

!

the issue

man would

Thaddeus

certain

and glorious.

What

not rather have been in the foretop of

" as she

rounded the headland of Hawaii,

— the

—

;.
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smoke of burning

idols

and heathen temples

still

in the air,

than in 1492 to have gazed from the Pinta at San Salvador?

Who

would not to-day choose the labor and

man,* who,

that venerable

far

satisfaction of

more than any other one, has

had to do with administering the American Board's

interests

Sandwich Islands, rather than the honors of

at the

his co-

temporary Palmerston, or the position of Emperor of

all

the

Russias ?

The

original

Of these

company who went out numbered seventeen.

the majority "are fallen asleep."

this present,"

— Mrs. Thurston,

Six "remain unto

Mrs. Whitney, now living

f

on the island of Kauai; Mrs. Chamberlain,
Mass.
*

;

Mr. Bingham, §

at

New Haven,

Rev. Rufus Andersou, D.D., LL.D.

;

aged eighty, "his eye

born in North Yarmouth, Me.,

Aug., 1796 graduated at Bowdoiu College, 1818,
;

Commenced

Westboro,

| at

— Audover Seminary, 1822.

labors at the Missionary House, Boston,

Elected

1822.

Author of

Foreign Secretary of the A. B. C. F. M., 1832. Resigned, 1866.

Memoir of Isaac

P. Anderson

;

Memoir of Catherine Brown

John Arch Observations on the Peloponnesus
;

C. F. M.; Hawaiian

Claims,
t

;

;

Memoir

Memorial Volume

Islands; Foreign Missions,

— their

of A.

Relations and

etc., etc., etc.

;

born Oct.

She writes

X

29, 1795

;

resides at Honolulu.

(Sept., 1869)

faith in missions as God's

"that her

of converting the heathen to himself,

is

as strong

now

as ever

;

means

that

chose such feeble instruments that the work might be seen to be his
that

God knew

mission."

§

at

B

Mrs. Thurston, daughter of Dea. Abner Goodale, of Marlborough,

Mass.

was

of

just

Of her

five children (in 1819) all are living

His only son, Hiram Bingham,

Yale College, 1853

own

what instruments were needed when he formed that

at that time an infant of fourteen

packet.

God

;

Jr.,

ordained, 1856

The Second Morning

;

except the one

who

months.

born at Honolulu, 1831; graduated

returned as master of the missionary

Star, 1866.
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not dim," and Mr. and Mrs. Euggles,* the only unbroken

Their

couple out of the seven in that pioneer band.

Wednesday

anniversary of marriage occurred last

fiftieth

at Fort

where friends met to congratulate

Atkinson, Wisconsin,

them.

Of

Litchfield North Consociation, as represented here at

that time, only three survive, Eev.

Mr. Smith, f Eev. Joseph

Harvey, D. D.,| and Rev. Frederick Marsh, § who

"Your

to-day.

do they

fathers,

live forever ?

here

is

where are they? and the prophets,

"

Of those who were members

of the church in this place at

the close of September, 1819, only two survive.
||

Of

the

many from

gathered here
call the living

fifty
!

other parts of Litchfield County

how few

years ago,

To them do

I appeal,

are

who

among what we

if in their recollec-

tions of the last half century there is anything, in

which

this

part of Connecticut has had a share, that seems more noble,

From

more grand, than the Foreign Missionary enterprise?

Law

the

School of your county seat there have gone forth

one thousand educated lawyers to various parts of the land,

some of them among the most eminent of

*

Mr. Ruggles,

set. 74,

is

blind; Mrs. Buggies,

jurists

set. 78,

and

legisla-

holds a firm pen

still.

t

Formerly of North Cornwall; now residing

J

Born

in

East Haddam, March

1810; dismissed, 1825;

now

1787; ordained pastor in Goshen,

residing in Harvey, Marquette Co., Michigan.

§

Settled in Winchester, 1809

II

Mrs. Lucy Wadharas Be^ch,

72.

1st,

in Ohio.

;

dismissed, 1851
set. 77,

;

now in his ninetieth

year.

and Miss Mehetabell Kimberly,
;

set.
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Good

tors.

service did the daughters of

Hon. Oliver Wol-

with other ladies, render, when they melted

cott,

down

the lead statue of George III. into forty thousand bullets,

and forwarded them to soldiers in the

field.

But on the

roll

of Heaven's estimate, do any from these twenty-five towns

hold a hio-her place thay your seventeen sons and twelve
dauo-hters

who

—

to

mention no other similar institution

—

have done service under the American Board of Foreign
Missions ? *

In the eye of angels

is

there any local record

here more honorable than this, that your Foreign Missionary
Association was the earliest auxiliary of the kind to the

Have you ever had

American Board?

mium than when

more valued enco-

Dr. Worcester, in view of benevolent promp-

God

titude here, blessed
*

a

MISSIONAKIES OF

for

A. B. C. F.

making
M.

BORN

Litchfield

County?

IN LITCHFIELD COUNTY.

Whittlesey, Rev. Saml. G.

Austin, Mr. Daniel H.
Bird, Rev. Isaac

Wilcox, Mr. Abuer

Butler, Rev. Elizur

Andrews, Mrs. Seth L.

DeForest, Henry A., M.D.

Burgess, Mrs. Ebenezer
Butler, Mrs. Elizur

Hinsdale, Rev. Abel K.
Ives, Rev.

Mark

'

Lyman, Rev. David K.
Meigs, Rev. Benjamin

Cooke, Miss Delia
Ely, Mrs.

C.

James

Harding, Mrs. Charles

Parker, Mr. Henry

Meigs, Mrs. Benjamin C.

Perry, Rev. John M. S.

Pond, Mrs. Samuel

Pond, Rev. Gideon H.

Scudder, Mrs. Joseph

Pond, Rev. Samuel

W.

Wm. R,
Wm. A.

Stocking, Mrs.

W.

Seymour, Mr. John L.

Thayer, Mrs.

Thayer, Mr. Wra. A.

Williams, Mrs. L. S.

Whittlesey, Rev. Eliphalet

Twenty-nine in
ty in the land.

all

;

a larger

number perhaps than from any other coun-
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Brethren and friends, who
ing Goshen

where the gallant Wolfe
fathers

fell,

first

doned

;

camp

at Saratoga,

recollection that in the late civil

;

our

and saw the

fall,

our Colonel Moses

Lyman was

Burgoyne had aban-

to inform General Gates that

his

in this brac-

and on Lake Champlain

saw Montgomery

enemy evacuate New York
the

drew breath

our birthplace has a record on that plain

air,

stout-hearted

first

41

Nor

will

war

this

soon pass from

it

town, with a popu-

lation of only one

thousand four hundred, including

women

and children, sent

to the cause of loyalty, of right,

and of

freedom, one hundred men, and contributed,

More than

twenty-eight thousand dollars.

age of loss in the United States' army

Strong

lot.*

men

Keen

town

your

fell to

afflictive

their blood in

Wagner and Bermuda Hun-

eyes, that had drank sweet sunlight on these

waxed dim

hills,

twice the percent-

homes mingled

from, these

the currents that flowed at Fort

dred.

also, rising of

at Alexandria.

Honor

to

the

patriotic

!

But

let

ages go by.

Mount

Else to

Zion.

In the clearer

atmosphere of that region where things are measured only on
the scale

of the moral, the

spiritual,

the

nothing will be deemed important except in
Christ's
this

kingdom,

town be seen

will

so

aught thus far

momentous

in

eternal,

where

its

relations to

the

history of

in its bearings as the event

which we commemorate to-day?

That Columbus sailed

from Palos, that the Speedwell bore our Pilgrim fathers
from Delft-Haven, made those small ports memorable
did there not,

fifty
*

;

and

years since, go out from our Bethlehem-

Twenty-nine against fourteen.

—

! ;;;
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Ephratah that which has made her no longer

little

among

the thousands of Judah?
I bless the

God

was drawn here

of covenant love that

that

;

my

my

earliest breath

earliest recollections of

an honored

father relate to his prayerful interest in Foreign Missions

that the first-remembered countenance of a stranger

was

that of Sybil

Moseley

;

that the

first

woman

remembered tones

of our church-bell were those that announced the ordination
service of 1819.

my
"

the last sounds that shall

ears be the jubilant notes of

He

the

May

that

is

God

our

Lord belong

the hills

is

is

the

God

We

of salvation, and unto

the issues from death

:

" "

are watchers of a beacon

are guardians of an altar

Midst the silence of the sky

The rocks

yield founts of courage,

Struck forth as by thy rod,

For the strength of the

Our God, our

fathers'

hills

—

we

bless thee.

God

" For the shadow of thy presence

Round our camp
For the stern

of rock outspread

defiles of battle,

Bearing records of the dead

For the snow, and
For the

for the torrents.

free heart's burial sod,

For the strength of the

Our God, our

fathers'

hills

God

we
"
!

God

The strength of

"Whose light must never die

We

upon

some missionary triumph.

his also."

"

fall

bless thee,
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